STARTUP

SANDIEGO

2026 Startup San Diego Educational Institution Sponsor Levels & Benefits
Connect. Educate. Inspire. Grow.

Mission-aligned sponsors are critical to helping build an inclusive & thriving startup ecosystem!

Startup San Diego is a California 501(c)(3) nonprofit serving the San Diego Startup Ecosystem. Our mission is to
guide and connect local founders and talent to the right resources, networks, & support institutions to grow an
equitable ecosystem, fostering a cohesive and collaborative entrepreneurial community.

BB - D /G P =
2l pe T il el
6

983,911+ 15,010+ 7,000+ 700+ 100+
TOTAL UNIQUE TOTAL IN-PERSON STARTUP INDUSTRY SPEAKERS REGIONAL
DIGITAL REACH NEWSLETTER ATTENDEES FOUNDERS SERVED FEATURED UNIVERSITY &
SUBSCRIBERS ANNUALLY COLLEGE PARTNERS

Sponsor Levels & Benefits*

IPO $30,000

« Title Sponsor for all core programming: San Diego Startup Week (November 2 - 6, 2026) and 1st Mondays.
¢ All other Growth benefits.

Growth $15,000

» Exclusive Presenting Sponsor (see list of opportunities).
* All other Series A benefits.

Series A $10,000
* Speaking Opportunity at San Diego Startup Week or 1st Mondays events.
* Premium Branding prominent visibility, placement, & recognition on sponsor signage across signature
events.
¢ All other Seed benefits.

Seed $5,500

* Presentation Branding featuring logo visibility on all presentation templates during Startup Week.
« Reserved Pitch Competition Entry for one college/university startup team.

¢ Outreach Table at one San Diego Startup Week or 1st Mondays event.

¢ Unlimited Tickets to attend San Diego Startup Week & 1st Mondays for students, faculty, or staff.

¢ All other Angel benefits.

Angel $2,750
 Startup San Diego Membership & recognition featuring logo visibility on the Startup San Diego website and
newsletter for one year.
« Tickets to attend San Diego Startup Week as our guest (10). Discount code of 30% for unlimited additional
tickets.
« Invitation to attend 1st Mondays events at a discounted rate.

For Startup San Diego Educational Institution Sponsorship or custom packages,
contact Lisa Barnhouse: lisa.barnhouse@startupsd.org.

*Featured sponsorships executed after June are provided visibility & recognition on the fiscal year cycle July 1- June 30; prior
to June execution will provide visibility on the calendar year cycle Jan 1- December 31.
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2026 Startup San Diego Educational Institution Sponsor Levels & Benefits
Connect. Educate. Inspire. Grow.

Logo Visibility

SSD Membership

Outreach Table

Pitch Competition Entry

Premium Branding

Speaking Opportunity*

Presenting Sponsor*

Marquee Program Title Sponsor*
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SPONSOR LEVEL ANGEL SEED SERIES A | GROWTH IPO
BENEFITS $2,750 $5,500 $10,000 $15,000 $30,000
SDSW Tickets 10 Unlimited Unlimited Unlimited Unlimited

Exclusive Sponsorship Benefits* (Growth+)

>> Speaking Opportunity: Secure one speaking opportunity at San Diego Startup Week or at a quarterly
1st Mondays event. Examples of speaking opportunities include (but aren’t limited to): workshops, panels,

emcee, judge for a pitch competition, demo, etc.

>> Presenting Sponsor: Secure one presenting sponsor opportunity at San Diego Startup Week or at a
quarterly 1st Mondays event. Examples of presenting sponsor opportunities include (but aren't limited
to): branding a track/featured event session, presenting a prize, etc.

>> Title Sponsor: Become the official title sponsor of San Diego Startup Week and Ist Mondays. Title
sponsors receive exclusive branding and visibility across all marketing & design assets. Official SD Startup
Week opening & closing remarks are reserved for title sponsors.

All Exclusive Sponsorship Benefits are fulfilled via a collaborative effort between both parties to find the
best fit for your speaking or presenting opportunities.

For Startup San Diego Educational Institution Sponsorship or custom packages,

contact Lisa Barnhouse: lisa.barnhouse@startupsd.org.
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MARKETING & BRAND VISIBILITY SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

Reach your targeted audience in the San Diego startup ecosystem. The most seamless and effective way to spread the

word about your organization, services, events, or programs.

Monthly Newsletter $1,500

The Startup San Diego Monthly Newsletter is a reputable news source for the region's
startup ecosystem. The newsletter is published on the last Thursday of each month. Our 37%
open rate is higher than the average industry total open rate. View the latest edition here.

Recognition: Logo, social handle links, call to action button, & 500-character copy featured
on the Monthly Newsletter under the “Sponsor Spotlight” section. Additionally, one
dedicated post across the Startup San Diego social media accounts.

StartupSD Social Media Post $500+

Starting at $500, launch one social media push across all Startup San Diego channels. For
multiple social media posts or a social media campaign, we can curate a sponsorship
package to help reach your marketing objectives.

Recognition: Social handle links, 500-character copy, and graphics. Additionally, receive a
follow-up metrics and performance report.

Total Followers by Social Media Channel
Linkedln - 13,004

Instagram - 4,737

X SSD - 4,881

X SDSW - 4,490

Facebook SSD - 3,017

Facebook SDSW - 3,086

StartupSD 1Ist Mondays Expo Table $175

Expo/demo your product or service at San Diego's premier quarterly startup networking &
happy hour event, 1st Mondays! Leave a lasting impression on 250-300 startup leaders, early
adopters, founders, talent, and the investment community. Apply for the upcoming expo
opportunity here.

Recognition: Includes logo, 500-character copy, and social handle links in exhibitor
promotion campaign across all Startup San Diego social media channels, newsletter,
registration page, & website.

Upcoming Ist Mondays Events:
May 4: TBA @ ClickUp

Aug 3: TBA @ TBA

Dec 7: TBA @ Cooley

San Diego Startup Week Expo Table $500+

Expo/demo your product or service at San Diego's largest annual startup and tech conference,
happening November 2 - 6, 2026. Exhibitor access includes weeklong conference entry.
Starting at $500, pricing for expo opportunities scale based on the number of days you're
exhibiting, extra booth staff, or priority placement. Apply to expo here.

Recognition: Includes logo, 500-character copy, and social handle links in exhibitor

promotion campaigns across all Startup San Diego social media channels, newsletter,
registration page, & website.
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SPONSOR 1ST MONDAYS

Ist Mondays is San Diego's premier quarterly networking and startup event featuring regional innovation ecosystem
leaders, resources, and community hubs. With over 250 in person attendees ranging from founders, entrepreneurs, &
talent to investors, service providers, and ecosystem supporters, Startup San Diego curates an impact-driven evening of
in-demand programming, expo opportunities, and networking.

1st Mondays Title Presenter $5,000

Present an in-demand program at 1st Mondays, featuring your industry or domain expertise. Optional activation to help
design the program with our organizing team.

2026 Program Opportunities:
¢ May 4: TBA @ ClickUp
e Aug 3: TBA @ TBA
e Dec 7: TBA @ Cooley

Recognition: Speaking Opportunities: Welcome remarks and featured speaker in the program. Marketing Benefits:
Inclusion in event-related emails, social media posts, and blogs. Pipeline Building: Expo table at the event and a list of

attendees who opted in to receive sponsor commmunications. On-Site Presence: Logo placement on printed & digital
event materials.

1st Mondays Venue Host $5,000

Highlight your company headquarters, campus, or city as a premier location in San Diego that fosters innovation, inviting
over 250 entrepreneurs to explore your startup ecosystem resources and impact.

Venue Host Responsible For:
e Location capacity up to 250 Guests
¢ Program Stage with Audio/Video
e Parking
e Check In Area
e Expo Area (optional)
e Facilities Contact
¢ Light Bites & Beverage (flexible)

2026 Hosting Opportunities:
e August 3,2026

Recognition: Speaking Opportunities: Welcome remarks. Marketing Benefits: Inclusion in event-related emails, social
media posts, and blogs. Pipeline Building: Expo table at the event and a list of attendees who opted in to receive sponsor
communications. On-Site Presence: Logo placement on printed & digital event materials.

1st Mondays Startup Fuel Sponsor Cost of Light Bites/Beverage

Fuel the energy, conversations, and connections that drive San Diego’s innovation forward. If your business serves -or
wants to serve- founders, operators, or investors, st Mondays is where relationships begin.

2026 Food & Beverage Sponsorship Opportunities:
« May 4: TBA @ ClickUp
e Aug 3: TBA @ TBA
e Dec 7: TBA @ Cooley

Recognition: Marketing Benefits: Inlcusuion in event-related emails, social media posts, and blogs. Pipeline Building:
Expo table at the event and a list of attendees who opted in to receive sponsor communications. On-Site Presence:
Branded signage at food & beverage area. Logo placement on printed & digital event materials.
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SPONSOR SAN DIEGO STARTUP WEEK (SDSW) 2026

San Diego Startup Week is a weeklong conference that connects, educates, and inspires over 5000 in person attendees
across the San Diego and Baja startup community. Join us November 2-6, 2026, for five days of curated content and
experiences that showcases and celebrates San Diego's innovation ecosystem!

SDSW Marquee Presenter $10,000

Join forces with our organizing team to present a San Diego Startup Week marquee program. From speaking
opportunities to committee participation and judging to mentoring, we'll curate a unique experience to connect you with
5,000+ startup stakeholders during San Diego Startup Week.

2026 Marquee Program Opportunities:

e Pitch Competitions
¢ Mentoring

e Keynotes

e Startup Week x

Recognition: Speaking Opportunities: Ranges depending on the choice of program. Marketing Benefits: Inclusion in
event-related emails, social media posts, and blogs. Pipeline Building: Expo table at the event and a list of attendees who
opted in to receive sponsor commmunications. On-Site Presence: Logo placement on printed & digital event materials.

SDSW Venue Host $10,000

Highlight your company headquarters, campus, or city as a premier location in San Diego that fosters innovation, inviting
over 300 entrepreneurs to explore your startup ecosystem resources and impact.

Venue Host Responsible For:
e Location capacity up to 300 Guests
¢ Program Stage with Audio/Video
e Parking

Check In Area

e Expo Area (optional)

Facilities Contact

¢ Light Bites & Beverage (flexible)

2026 Hosting Opportunities:
e Nov 2,2026

Nov 4, 2026

Nov 5, 2026

e Nov 6,2026

Recognition: Speaking Opportunities: \Welcome remarks. Marketing Benefits: Inclusion in event-related emails, social
media posts, and blogs. Pipeline Building: Expo table at the event and a list of attendees who opted in to receive sponsor
communications. On-Site Presence: Logo placement on printed & digital event materials.

SDSW Startup Fuel Sponsor Cost of Light Bites/Beverage

Fuel the energy, conversations, and connections that drive San Diego’s innovation forward.
Food & Beverage Sponsorship Opportunities:
* Nov 2-6, 2026

Recognition: Marketing Visibility: Inlcusuion in event-related emails, social media posts, and blogs.
Pipeline Building: Expo table at the event and a list of attendees who opted in to receive sponsor commmunications.
On-Site Presence: Branded signage at food & beverage area. Logo placement on printed & digital event materials.
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2026 Startup San Diego Educational Institution Sponsor Levels & Benefits
Connect. Educate. Inspire. Grow.

In 2026, Startup San Diego is hosting the following events:

Ist Mondays - Startup San Diego 1st Mondays is San Diego's premier quarterly startup networking and
industry event. With over 250-300 in-person attendees, Startup San Diego curates an impact-driven
evening featuring in-demand programming, expo opportunities, and networking.

e Mar 2, 2026 - San Diego Startup Ecosystem Showcase @ Kiln Rancho Bernardo
* May 4, 2026 @ ClickUp

« Aug 3, 2026

o Dec 7,2026 @ Cooley

San Diego Startup Week (SDSW) — Take part in a full week of programming where thousands of
Founders, Entrepreneurs, Designers, Investors, Students, and Startup Leaders will come together to
celebrate and grow the San Diego — Baja startup community!

e Nov 2 - 6,22026 - Powered by SDSU, ArkusNexus, City of Carlsbad, Cooley, J.P. Morgan, & Mintz

Last Fridays Co-Working_Days - In partnership with Downtown Works, Startup San Diego offers
monthly co-working on the last Friday of each month to the startup community, featuring a
lunchtime interactive program to help upskill attendees.

2026 Events Calendar*

e February 27 - Last Fridays @ Downtown Works, Mission Valley
¢ March 2 - 1st Mondays

e March 27 - Last Fridays @ Downtown Works, Carlsbad

e April 24 - Last Fridays @ Downtown Works, Little Italy

e May 4 - Ist Mondays

e May 29 - Last Fridays @ Downtown Works, Pacific Beach

e June 26 - Last Fridays @ Downtown Works, Mission Valley

e July 31 - Last Fridays @ Downtown Works, Carlsbad

e August 3 - I1st Mondays

e August 28 - Last Fridays @ Downtown Works, Little Italy

e September 25 - Last Fridays @ Downtown Works, Pacific Beach
e October 30 - Last Fridays @ Downtown Works, Mission Valley
¢ November 2 - 6 - San Diego Startup Week

¢ November 20 - Last Fridays @ Downtown Works, Carlsbad

e December 7 - 1st Mondays

e December 18 - Last Fridays @ Downtown Works, Little Italy

*Dates subject to change, please visit our website for the most updated calendar.

For Startup San Diego Educational Institution Sponsorship or custom packages,
contact Lisa Barnhouse: lisa.barnhouse@startupsd.org.
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2026 Startup San Diego Educational Institution Sponsor Levels & Benefits
Connect. Educate. Inspire. Grow.

Startup San Diego is a nonprofit driven by a volunteer board of directors

Startup San Diego is a California 501(c)(3) nonprofit serving the San Diego Startup Ecosystem. Our mission is to
guide and connect local founders and talent to the right resources, networks, & support institutions to grow an
equitable ecosystem, fostering a cohesive and collaborative entrepreneurial community.

Board of Directors Executive Committee: Chair | David Loseke, Executive Director, Banker at J.P. Morgan Private
Bank; Chair Emeritus | Cathy Pucher, Executive Director of SDSU Entrepreneurship Initiatives; Vice Chair | Eric Weiss,
CEO at Chaos to Clarity; Treasurer | Maisha Cobb, Founder of Mpact International; Secretary | Jennifer Patel, Program
Manager at SDSU Lavin Entrepreneurship Center & SDSU San Diego Angel Conference;

Governance Chair | Shirley Yager, Startup Advisor and Mentor, Former Qualcomm Executive

Meet the Team:

Startup San Diego has been a
huge asset to the SDSU
entrepreneurial community.
Many of the students and staff
at the ZIP Launchpad have
greatly benefited
from the speakers
and networking
provided by Startup

Lisa Barnhouse Erika Gastelum Ella Napata .
e - . : San Diego.
Executive Director Operations & Programs Marketing & Design E
Manager Manager

Cathy Pucher

Executive Director,
SDSU Entrepreneurship
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For Startup San Diego Educational Institution Sponsorship or custom packages,
contact Lisa Barnhouse: lisa.barnhouse@startupsd.org.
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